
 
 
Revised Kickstart Scheme accessible to small firms 
 
The Government has removed the threshold requiring firms to provide a minimum of 30 placements 
to access the Kickstart Scheme. 
 
From 3 February 2021 employers of all sizes can offer any number of placements. 
 
The scheme, which previously received criticism for not being accessible to small businesses, 
provides funds to firms employing 16 to 24-year olds who are on Universal Credit or at risk of long-
term unemployment. Funding covers:  
• 100% of the National Minimum Wage (or the National Living Wage depending on the age of the 

participant) for 25 hours per week for a total of 6 months  
• associated employer National Insurance contributions  
• employer minimum automatic enrolment contributions  
 
 
Resources for job seekers 
 
HM Treasury has published guidance for jobs seekers as part of the UK Government’s Plan for Jobs, 
providing information, resources and advice to help people develop skills, get advice and search for 
opportunities. 
 
 
Testing for those who can’t work from home 
 
The Government is working to provide asymptomatic Lateral Flow Testing to organisations with over 
50 employees or more, who have staff unable to work from home. The employees do not need to be 
based at the same location. 
 
Employers who are interested in the scheme are being invited to attend one of a series of webinars 
hosted by the Department for Health & Social Care. 
 
The sessions are running daily 2-3pm next week Monday 1 February to Friday 5 February. 
 
 Click on this link to join the meeting, where you can hear a 45-minute overview of the testing and 
get answers to initial questions you may have. 
 
 
Airports in England to receive support 
 
The Government has introduced an Airport and Ground Operations Support Scheme, enabling 
eligible commercial airports and ground handlers in England to apply for up to £8m each. 
 
The financial support is being provided to cover losses on fixed costs such as airfield and runway 
maintenance, and business rate bills whilst travel restrictions remain in place.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/kickstart-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/plan-for-jobs-skills-employment-and-support-programmes-for-jobseekers
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MmQwZGYxMmUtZDVmMy00M2VkLTk4NjEtNTQ1ZWZmNWM4N2Yy%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252261278c30-91a8-4c31-8c1f-ef4de8973a1c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522d3237102-d90c-4cbe-9460-9ba7e3c58fee%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CAdrian.Fowler%40beis.gov.uk%7Cbf14d29f8fa6489ca8d808d8c21b5a12%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637472770047503938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KJJV1DhKxt7MFvMutnyhl2P%2BCqjKTMzMfuCyCIIeomY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/governments-multimillion-pound-support-scheme-for-airports-opens-today?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=1dd45120-734e-47bc-b4f6-a486e2123dd0&utm_content=immediately


 
 
ONS reports downturn in confidence 
 
According to the latest Business Impact of Coronavirus Survey published by the Office for National 
Statistics, 17% of the workforce of UK businesses were furloughed in the period 28 December 2020 
to 10 January 2021, up from 14% in the previous period. 
 
15% of UK businesses, including those currently trading and those who are temporarily closed, say 
they have ‘no or low confidence of surviving the next three months’. 
 
Their latest Social Impact Survey shows that during the past week, people are feeling less optimistic 
that life will return to normal any time soon with 1-in-3 adults (28%) thinking it will take more than a 
year for life to return to normal, up from 25% last week. 
 
1-in-5 adults (20%) think it will be back to normal in 6-months or less, down from 22%.  
 
 
UK reports reducing R-rate 
 
The latest UK R-rate is between 0.7 and 1.1 meaning that on average, every 10 people infected will 
infect between 7 and 11 other people. The growth rate is currently between -5% and 0% meaning 
that the number of new infections is broadly flat or shrinking by up to 5% every day. 
 
England’s R-rate is 0.7-1.0 and weekly data from each local authority is also published. 
 
Figures for Northern Ireland R estimate, Scotland R estimate and Wales R estimate (Cymraeg) are 
published on their respective websites.  
 
 
Testing update 
 
NHS Test and Trace has reported that 93.8% of in-person test results were returned the next day 
after the test was taken, compared with 84.8% the week before. 
 
The NHS Test and Trace test network continues to expand, with more than 800 test sites in 
operation, including 448 local sites. A fleet of 500 mobile testing units was also deployed earlier this 
month. 
 
 
Vaccine update  
 
Novavax published positive data on 28 January from the UK phase 3 study of its Covid-19 vaccine, 
showing it to be 89.3% effective in preventing coronavirus in participants. The UK has secured 60 
million doses, with manufacturing set to take place on Teesside. 
 
Janssen followed suit on 29 January, publishing positive data from the Phase 3 studies of its single-
dose Covid-19 vaccine, showing it to be 66% effective overall in preventing coronavirus in 
participants. The UK has secured 30 million doses with deliveries expected to arrive this year if 
approved by regulators  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronavirustheukeconomyandsocietyfasterindicators/28january2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandwellbeing/bulletins/coronavirusandthesocialimpactsongreatbritain/29january2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-england-briefing-28-january-2021
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/r-number
https://www.gov.scot/publications/?term=modelling&cat=filter&topics=Coronavirus%20in%20Scotland&publicationTypes=research-and-analysis&page=1
https://gov.wales/advice-coronavirus-technical-advisory-cell
https://llyw.cymru/y-gell-cyngor-technegol
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/9-in-10-test-results-returned-next-day-by-nhs-test-and-trace?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=3c6f07a6-a99c-4694-8c10-906e390c63f8&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/novavax-publishes-positive-efficacy-data-for-its-covid-19-vaccine?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=a3d9349c-6052-41e6-951e-997951a31e19&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/janssen-publishes-positive-safety-and-efficacy-data-for-single-dose-covid-19-vaccine?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=ef077817-6c2e-4fff-9ba5-b45a6316bc75&utm_content=immediately

