Hugh Evans
Corporate Affairs Directorate
D16, DVLA
Swansea
SA6 7JL

30 November, 2012

Direct Dial: 01494 545706
Email: jay@bvrla.co.uk
Dear Hugh,

Removing the insurance check when taxing a vehicle
We thank you for the opportunity to comment on the DVLA’s proposals to remove the insurance
check when taxing a vehicle.
We understand that the Government is proposing to remove the unnecessary duplicate checks of
insurance policies when a vehicle is taxed as more comprehensive checking is now carried out
through the continuous insurance enforcement (CIE) regime. We also understand that the current
insurance checks carried out when a vehicle is taxed sometimes causes validation errors which
places an unnecessary burden on the public and businesses and that removing this check would
save the Government around £1.2 million per year.
The BVRLA is fully supportive of the DVLA’s proposal, we believe the check when a vehicle is
taxed is completely unnecessary given the introduction of CIE last year. Whilst, in most cases our
members benefit from an arrangement with the DVLA that does not require them to show a valid
insurance policy when vehicles are taxed there is still a requirement for a valid insurance certificate
to be sent to the DVLA on an annual basis. We would welcome clarification that this requirement
will be removed with this legislative change.
Some BVRLA members, due to the type of vehicles they operate, still tax vehicles at the post office
and the requirement to explain that they are a fleet customer can cause confusion therefore the
removal of the check will be welcomed by this sector of the membership.
We trust that our support for these proposals will assist the DVLA in getting the relevant legislative
changes made.
Yours sincerely

Jay Parmar
Legal and Policy Director
British Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association
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BVRLA, the industry and its members

• The BVRLA is the trade body for companies engaged in the leasing and rental of cars and
commercial vehicles. Its members provide rental, leasing and fleet management services to
corporate users and consumers. They operate a combined fleet of 2.5 million cars, vans and
trucks, buying nearly half of all new vehicles sold in the UK.
• Through its members and their customers, the BVRLA represents the interests of more than two
million business car drivers and the millions of people who use a rental vehicle each year. As
well as lobbying the Government on key issues affecting the sector, the BVRLA regulates the
industry through a mandatory code of conduct. www.bvrla.co.uk

